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How to Deal with Sharps Responsibly

Dealing with Used Sharps Responsibly: A Guide for Patients

Improper disposal of needles and other medical sharps can cause needle-stick injuries,
especially for garbage collectors. Please throw your used needles away safely.
Meedles, sharps or sharps containers should not be included in your household trash.
Collection programs for these items are available in many locations throughout the
country. Use the links below to find the location closest to you.

California residents please note: Beginning September 1, 2008, California law
prohibits placement of home-generated sharps in the trash or recycling
receptacles. Sharps must be taken — in an approved sharps container — to one
of the approved drop-off locations within the State. More information about the
State requirements.

Mational Search

Established in August 2002, the Coalition for Safe Community Needle Disposal is a coalifion of businesses,
community groups, non-profit organizations and government that promotes public awareness and solutions for safe
disposal of needles, syringes, and other sharps in the community. The Coalition website provides a searchable
database of locations that accept used sharps. Start your search for a disposal location.

State/County Search

If you are unable to find a convenient disposal location using the Mational Search above, the links below may be
helpful. Some states provide a listing of their sharps collection areas and programs. Because the number of locations
and programs is constantly growing, the state listings can provide information about disposal locations that are not
yet included on the Coalition for Safe Community Needle Disposal website.

+ California
« Santa Clara County listing of disposal centers within the county that will take sharps
» Medical Waste Disposal Directory. If you are searching for facilities that collect sharps for disposal, this

directory enables you to locate one that is near to where you live or work
s Local Jurisdiction Sharps Collection Programs, revised August 2008
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http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/HomeHazWaste/Sharps/
http://www.safeneedledisposal.org/
http://www.safeneedledisposal.org/
http://www.safeneedledisposal.org/
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/certlic/medicalwaste/Documents/MedicalWaste/HomeGenShConsolPtfeb04.pdf
http://www.sccgov.org/portal/site/deh/agencyarticle?path=%2Fv7%2FEnvironmental%20Health%2C%20Department%20of%20%28DEP%29%2FHazardous%20Materials%20Compliance%20Division%2FHousehold%20Hazardous%20Waste%20Home&contentId=d566bb3166b34010VgnVCMP2200049dc4a92____
http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/HHW/HealthCare/Collection/
http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/HHW/Sharps/LocalProgram.pdf
http://www.doh.state.fl.us/environment/community/biomedical/sharps.htm
http://www.mass.gov/Eeohhs2/docs/dph/environmental/sanitation/waste_infectious_disposal_sites.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/whm-stsw-sharps-collection-list_196524_7.pdf
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/living-green/living-green-citizen/household-hazardous-waste/safe-disposal-options-for-needles-and-syringes.html
http://new.mynevadacounty.com/iwm/index.cfm?StartRow=11&Letter=&Focus=Article&ccs=1177&Show=All
http://des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/pip/factsheets/sw/documents/sw-31.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/health/eoh/phss/syringe.pdf
http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/swb/needledisposal.htm
http://www.health.state.ny.us/diseases/aids/harm_reduction/needles_syringes/sharps/directory_sharpscollection.htm
http://www.health.ri.gov/healthrisks/medicalwaste/
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/aw/wm/publications/anewpub/wa1239.pdf
http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/communicable/hiv/resources/disposal.aspx
http://www.spokanecity.org/services/articles/?ArticleID=1505

